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with such engagements, and that it would incapacitate him from making good
his payments to the Company, the restitution for losses in trade during the
late troubles, and providing for his own necessary expences, objects of much
more consequence than the possession of the grants, we therefore strenuously
advised the Nabob not to put himself to any such charge or enter into any-
such obligation as might distress his own affairs, but rather trust to our
influence to procure him the grants with little expence, and to our force
to secure his government whether he was possessed of the grants or not. For
it must be confessed those titles are of little consequence in the present situation
of the affairs of the empire. The King is the slave of Shuja Dowla and accord-
ing to all appearance will never be in possession of his capital nor of any
real authority. All remittances said to be made to the King are in truth
so much money thrown into the hands of Shuja Dowla to be employed perhaps
against the very person that gave it.
5.    As yet the Nabob has made but a small advance in the payment of
the thirty lacks1 stipulated for the Company's losses and expences.   We expect
him next month in Calcutta when we shall procure from him assignments
for the ballance of this money to be paid in such places as may be most
convenient for supplying the investment and we have in view at the same
time to settle with the Nabob some necessary regulations for establishing due
limits of authority between his officers, and our subordinate factories, agents
and gomastahs.   At present they frequently clash and occasion disputes of
a very bad tendency, the more so as they never fail to be represented on
both sides with violent exaggerations.   Already you will see many instances
in the Nabob's letters entered in the book of country correspondence parti-
cularly No. [...] and containing complaints against Mr. Batson, our Chief at
Patna, whose answer and explanation are likewise transmitted in the book of
letters received.
6.    We have been advised from Fort St. George of there [sic] having been
obliged to raise the siege of Madura representing at the same time the absolute
necessity of reducing that place, and their resolution to
Cons. jOth Deer,   attack jt again as soon as the season would permit.   In
order to assist them in this design to the utmost of our
power, we determined to send to Fort St. George the whole of the reinforce-
ment received from Bombay: and the most part of them are already embarked.
We are with the greatest respect
Hon'ble Sirs,    .
Your most faithful humble servants,
Henry   Van   Sittart / Wm,   Billers /
Warren Hastings  / Randh. Marriot /
Forr William,                                       Sam.   Middleton / Ralph   Leycester /
the 20 February 1764.                                                John Burdett.
Postscript
1.   Since closing our foregoing address we have been alarmed with an
accident as sudden as unexpected and which had well nigh exposed these